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cultural	 heritage.	 Rather,	 publications	 such	 as	 this	 special	 issue	 of	Historic Environment	 on	





of	Royalist	 iconography.	Crucially,	 far	from	being	an	 isolated	phenomenon,	this	shift	reflects	




















political	 culture	 oriented	 by	 an	
inward	 looking	 homogenising	
nationalism.	 Historic	 represent-
ation	 is	 thus	 left	 with	 tensions	
between	accounting	for	histories	




Salma	 Nasution	 addresses	 the	
familiar	 and	perennial	 challenge	
of	 World	 Heritage	 induced	
tourism	 pressures.	 Fascinatingly,	
Nasution	identifies	the	problems	
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economies	 of	 birds,	 or,	 to	 be	 more	
precise,	 the	 by-products	 of	 swiftlet	
nesting	 practices.	 In	 the	 urban	
precinct	 of	 Penang’s	 George	 Town,	
swiftlet	 farming	 has	 emerged	 as	 a	
lucrative	 business.	 Nests,	 made	 of	
bird	saliva,	are	harvested	 in	 response	
to	 rising	 demand	 for	 the	 ‘bird’s-
nest’	 delicacy,	 which	 is	 now	 widely	
consumed	 for	 its	 perceived	 health	
benefits	 across	 Southeast	 Asia	 and	
China.	 Whilst	 swifts	 naturally	 roost	
in	 caves	 and	 houses,	 farmers	 have	
enticed	 birds	 to	 roost	 in	 human	
habitats.	 In	 George	 Town	 the	 scale	
of	 this	 practice	 has	 grown	 rapidly	 in	
recent	 years,	 such	 that	 entire	 streets	
and	 neighbourhoods	 have	 been	
colonised	 by	 tens	 of	 thousands	 of	
birds.	 Not	 surprisingly,	 pollution	 and	


















and	 initiatives	 since	 the	 1990s.	 The	 interplay	 between	 nationalism	 and	 internationalism	 is	
once	 again	 pivotal	 here.	 Tourism,	 inflows	 of	 foreign	 capital	 and	 the	 1000th	 anniversary	 of	
the	 city’s	 founding	 are	 identified	 as	 among	 the	 factors	 behind	world	 heritage	 nomination	
and	the	remaking	of	the	city’s	historic	quarters.	 In	offering	a	critical	reading	of	such	events,	
Logan	 suggests	 the	 domestic	 pressures	 behind	World	 Heritage	 listing	 are	 indicative	 of	 the	
wider	politicisation	of	World	Heritage,	not	 just	at	 the	 inscription	stage	but	also	affecting	 its	
mechanisms	for	providing	oversight	of	properties	on	the	list.	
Turning	to	Sri	Lanka,	Anoma	Pieris	examines	tensions	over	cultural	heritage	vis	à	vis	shifting	
national	 aspirations.	 Accordingly,	 she	 examines	 the	 capital	 cities	 of	 Colombo	 and	 Sri	

















Scottish	 involvement	 in	 conservation	projects.	Cooperation,	nationalism	and	global	 prestige	
are	all	 in	play	 in	Clarke’s	 intriguing	account	of	the	project	and	the	 institutional	relationships	
that	formed	around	it.	Clarke	pursues	questions	such	as	why	Scotland’s	historic	presence	 in	
Kolkata	 is	so	 important	 to	modern-day	Scotland,	and	what	 is	driving	the	use	of	heritage	as	
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